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Last year, on July 16, 2011 the unarmed Kenneth Harding Jr., 19, was shot in the back, by the 
SFPD, for allegedly not paying the $2.00 fare on the MUNI "T" line. This murder enraged the Black 
and Brown communities beleaguered by unending racist cop and vigilante murders, like those of 
Oscar Grant, Raheim Brown Jr., Luther Brown, James Rivera and now Trayvon Martin, Alan 
Blueford and Derrick Gaines!  

On the 1 year anniversary of Kenneth Harding Jr.'s murder by SFPD, Ms. Denika Chatman, 
mother of Kenneth Harding Jr., is demanding Justice! She has issued a call to all decent people in the 
Bay Area, especially the Black and Brown communities and trade unionists working in transit to 
Shut Down MUNI on July 16, 2012! She proposes this in honor and memory of her son, Kenneth 
Harding Jr., and for all victims of police violence and murder. 

Below is our caucus statement of solidarity: 

Statement in Solidarity with the SF Bay Area July 16th Muni Shutdown 

Under the principle that “An Injury to One is an Injury to All!”, our independent rank-and-file 
Fighting Union Caucus (Iowa) endorses the July 16th call by San Francisco Bay Area militants to “Shut 
Down Muni!” in solidarity with the family of Kenneth Harding, Jr., a Black youth who was gunned 
down by the racist San Francisco police a year ago. 

Our caucus pledges to do what we can to popularize this action. We call on militant trade-
unionists, workers and anti-racist youth throughout the Midwest to support this action and beyond. A 
real fighting labor movement would mobilize for mass multi-racial working class defense of the Black, 
Brown and immigrant communities, as well as unorganized workers and all the oppressed. It was the 
militant ILWU Local 10 (Longshoremen) that shut down the ports in the Bay Area in defense of 
Wisconsin and in solidarity with Oscar Grant, another Black youth murdered by the BART cops. This is 
the kind of labor movement we need. This is how the unions were built in the first place and this is how 
they need to be defended. We need a fighting workers movement! 

 
 

Klan and David Irving rear their heads in Eastern Iowa: 
Organize Labor/Black/Brown self-defense guards to stop the Klan/fascists! 

The KKK has reared their ugly head twice in recent months in Cedar Rapids.  In January, a bi-
racial couple found a flyer at their home from a Missouri based Klan group.  And then in February, 
“KKK” was spray-painted on mailboxes in Northwest Cedar Rapids.  At the same time, there has been 
Klan activity in Northern Iowa in Charles City, Mason City and Rockwell. 

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center website, there is no organized fascist, white-
supremacist group in the Cedar Rapids/Iowa City area.  So this may be the work of a few isolated 
individuals, an underground Klan group or even an embryonic KKK chapter.  Either way, this bears 
careful watching.  According to a 2010 report from the Southern Poverty Law Center, Iowa was 
number one in per capita Klan groups in the nation.  

 The Klan is not only a deadly threat to the Black/Brown communities and immigrants, but also 
to the racially integrated labor movement.  Not only does their race-hatred divide the workers and 
divert them from the real enemies which are the bosses, but the KKK used to lynch union organizers.  
And these fascists are waiting in the wings to be unleashed when needed by the capitalist ruling class 
to crush any insurgent labor movement that threatens their system of exploitation. 

The Klan is not a debating society and they are not about free speech.  They are fascist, racist 
terrorists.  What is needed in the face of KKK intimidation and terror is to organize 
worker/Black/Brown self-defense guards to defend the Black/Brown and immigrant communities and 
the very labor movement itself.  We need mass Labor/Black/Brown mobilizations to drive the 
Klansmen to ground.  And not only could these workers defense guards smash the KKK, but they could 
also be mobilized to defend picket lines.  The call for workers defense guards to stop the fascists is very 
much within the tradition of the labor movement.  In the 1930’s, the rank-and-file of Teamsters Local 
544 in Minneapolis organized workers defense guards and drove the fascist Silver Shirts (American 
Nazis) out of the Twin cities.   

Recently in Iowa City Nazi-lover and Holocaust denier David Irving came to town.  To their 
credit, local activists (anarchists/IWW???) organized a small protest.  However the protest was not 
widely publicized at all (our caucus knew nothing about it) and as far as we know there was no attempt 
to try to bring in the ranks of organized labor or the Black/Brown and immigrant communities.  
Yelling at fascists is fine as far as it goes but is no substitute for organizing worker self-defense guards 
to crush this fascist filth. 
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Build class struggle rank-and-file caucuses in the unions to oust the labor-fakers! 
Forge a fighting leadership to defend our unions! 

Our union caucus was formed by members of AFSCME and SEIU in Iowa, with consultation on 
our political program from militant state workers from the San Francisco Bay Area.  We are located in 
Iowa and our members have been stewards, Local union Exec Board officials and delegates to 
State/International conventions, as well as Local delegates to the Central Labor Council.  We currently 
hold no union positions.  If elected it will be with the majority (as many as we can reach) of the rank-
and-file knowing the politics of our union caucus.  

A union caucus is essentially an unofficial, independent rank-and-file union committee or 
fraction based around a political program.  The labor movement has a history of union caucuses: UAW 
Rank and File Caucus (1944), UAW League of Revolutionary Black Workers (1969), UAW Rouge 
Militant Caucus (1981), ILWU Militant Caucus (1981), SEIU Change 1021 (2010).  A caucus may or 
may not run for union office.  Our caucus has not yet run for any union positions but will in the future 
if we are able to cohere a solid hardcore of worker militants. 

At the core of our union caucus is our political program based on transitional demands.  These 
are not just a “wish-list” of reforms.  We do not raise for example some vague, liberal demand for 
“Rejection of institutionalized racism in the courts and police”.  Our demands point to 
organizing and mobilizing the working class for struggle against the capitalist system.   
Hence we raise the call for “For Labor/Black/Brown self-defense guards to stop racist 
police/vigilante terror!  For Labor/Black/Brown tribunals to bring murdering racist 
cops and vigilantes to justice! “ . These are concrete demands for mobilizing the multi-racial 
working class to ally with the oppressed Black/Brown communities for common defense. 

Our political program provides a framework for doing trade union work.  We want to be a 
lightning rod and attract serious worker militants to our union caucus.  We seek to educate, organize 
and mobilize workers and to create a new generation of working class leaders.  In addition, if elected to 
union positions, our caucus platform provides a means for the membership to “hold our feet to the 
fire” so to speak.  In other words, we better be doing or fighting for what we say we want to do.  Most 
union reform slates are based on programs of democracy or against corruption and simply end up 
being the same union bureaucrats they replace.  These reform movements side-step key questions for 
labor such as the bureaucracy’s political support for the Democratic Party.  An example of this would 
be SEIU 1021’s Change 1021 caucus from the San Francisco Bay Area mentioned above.   They ran on a 
platform to “prioritize member representation at work sites; fiscal transparency; and an internal 
democratic structure”.   They then went on to sellout the workers by supporting Prop C (attack on 
retirees). 

This brings up the issue of Leftists (SEIU Change 1021 caucus was supported by the ISO -
International socialist Organization).  Locally in Iowa City, the ISO, the IWW and other rad-libs will 
not really directly challenge either the union bureaucracy or the Democratic Party.   In Iowa City, the 
AFL-CIO Central Labor Council is largely an appendage of the Democrats.  These Leftists tail the union 
bureaucracy and have a more-or-less peaceful co-existence with the capitalist Democratic Party, which 
is very strong in Johnson County Iowa.  These Leftists largely want to pressure the Democrats for 
reforms.  At the May Day rally this last spring, the anarchists (who also overlap with the IWW) gave a 
very far from perfect, but probably the best speech.  However, they also significantly avoided 
explicitly calling for a political break from the Democratic Party or explaining the 
union bureaucracy’s role in leading the labor movement down the road to defeat.  
Nothing like avoiding key political questions for workers...on International Workers Day…in an 
election year! 

 
http://wildrosecollective.org/2012/05/02/may-day-and-the-fight-back-we-need/ 
 
 Our union caucus seeks to break the workers from their illusions in the Democrats and the 

sellout, servile union leadership and to chart a course of working class struggle.   This is critical.  Had 
there been organized union caucuses within the Wisconsin labor movement fighting 
for a class struggle perspective then things might have turned out differently.  Instead 
you had the IWW trying to organize a general strike, but not trying to dispel illusions in the Democrats 
or challenging the union bureaucrats who were leading the working class into the dead-end of the pro-
Democratic Party Recall election and straight to defeat. 

Our caucus platform which you can read at the link below has several “themes” running through 
it.  One is for the political independence of the working class from all capitalist parties and for a 
workers party that will fight for workers rule.  The other is for working class struggle against the 
capitalist system.  And we seek to mobilize workers for the defense of democratic rights as well as 
common defense with the Black/Brown communities, immigrants, women, gays/lesbians and all the 
specially oppressed.  We see the working class as the central force for changing society.  You can read 
our platform here:   

http://fightingunionia.wordpress.com/platform/ 
 

Website:   http://fightingunionia.wordpress.com/   Email:    fightingunionia@gmail.com 
 

*** Organizational affiliation for personal identification purposes only 

Unofficial, independent Rank-and-File Fighting Union Caucus composed of individual members of AFSCME Local 
12***.  Our caucus platform was developed in consultation with public workers in Iowa (SEIU 199 & AFSCME 12), 
California CDPH (CAPS, AFSCME & SEIU 1000 members) and California SF Superior Court (SEIU 1021) members & 
retirees.           


